Charitable Giving

A gift to your church or a United Methodist
institution's endowment fund can be made in
a variety of ways. When considering a
contribution, many people think immediately
of cash. However, a gift of other assets —
marketable securities, real estate, retirement
funds, business interests, or

personal property — can also benefit the
church or charitable organization.

Gifts to churches or United Methodist
institutions are classified as one of the
following:

e current gifts

e life income gifts

o estate/deferred gifts.

This charitable giving brochure will help you
identify the giving option that best helps you
fulfill your charitable desires. If you are
interested in learning more about one of these
particular gift options, please contact the
United Methodist Foundation of Western
North Carolina.

Current Gift Options

CASH:

This is the simplest and most flexible way to
make a gift. The majority of gifts to churches
are made in the form of cash, usually by
personal check. Donors who itemize tax
deductions are able to fully deduct cash gifts
up to 50% of their adjusted gross income.
Please be sure to include a note with your
check as to how the funds are to be designated.

APPRECIATED SECURITIES:

A gift of appreciated securities such as stocks
or bonds can provide attractive benefits. An
outright gift of long-term appreciated securities
(securities held for more than a year) avoids
capital gains taxes and, in most cases, the
donor may claim a charitable income tax
deduction equal to the market value of the
securities. For gifts of appreciated securities, a

gift is fully deductible up to 30% of the
donor’s adjusted gross income and, like gifts of
cash, may be carried forward for five
additional years.

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS:

The donor transfers cash or appreciated
securities to the United Methodist Foundation
and receives a charitable deduction for the year
in which the gift was made to the Foundation.
The donor, at that time or at a later date, can
make a recommendation to the Foundation of
his/her

desire for charitable giving at which time the
Foundation will make the gift to the church,
United Methodist institution or other
charitable organization on the donor’s behalf.
This is an especially attractive gifting vehicle if
the donor wishes to include the family in the
decision making regarding the
recommendations of charitable gifts.

Life Income Gift Options

You can make a gift to the church and receive
immediate financial benefits, including a
lifetime stream of income and a charitable
income tax deduction. There are several gifting
vehicles to choose from such as charitable
remainder trusts as well as charitable lead



